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Spot Report: 

1. The Nation.-J Committee to End the W~r in Vietnam, a 
coalition of anti-war groups which ~ponsorr.d the march on 

·the Pentagon last Octoher, endor~r.!d the PO"or ·People's Campaign • .•:
at a meeting, 10 May 1968. A represent:1tive ~ the CampAign • 
at the meeting said plans were bci.ng made to invade and take 
over !ederal offices if the campaign's demands arc not met. 
~e said -the Campaign is planning a long stay in Washington, 
D.C. 

SOURCE: FBI. TWX. dated 14 May 1968 
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• 
Z. Ja1nes Bevel, a forwn:~~: peputy to the late Reverend 
Martin Luther Kint:r• Jr., and Oil loan (rom the 3CLC to :tct 
ns Executive· Director o£ th~ Natit)nnl CorniT\ittr.c to end tht' 
War in Vietnam, has br.en very nr:ti<'c in the Poor People's 
Campaign and is in. charse o{ 11 non-violcnt" work!lhOp!O. which 
are supposed to be held continually-Aurin~ the Poor People'~ 
Cam?aign. · Bev~l previously headed the April 15th Mobilifimtion 
CommittE'!e and has participated ln a number o£ peace pro,:::rams 
throughout the country. He has addressed meetings of th~ 
W. E. B. Dubois Clubs of America ""nd reportedly has stated 
in response to the question_ of whether he is a Communist, 
"c:.vcry thinking American should he". Bevel was a !!pe~ker 

a.t the founding convention oC the Committee for Independent 
Political Action (CIPA) in January 1966. · 

The ClPA iS a radical group !ounclcd to str~ss the 
li.nk·up between the "Pr.a.ce", civil ri~htt;, and student protPsts 
movem cnts. 1\ mo11g pa rticipn.ting t)rj:;nnizalion s <~t it:~ orA:tni?.ing 
convention were: SNCC, SCLC, CPUSA, Duboi!; Cluhl' or 
Arncrie:t, . the Nr.w Breed, Women for Pc:.cr., nl:u: k Panth.crs, 
Deacons for Defense. American Friends Service Committee, 
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SOS, Tho All-Negro American Labor Counc:U, and· two labor 

• unions; the United Packinghouse Workers and the Shoe and 
Lt:ather Workers. ·since the founding meeting, Victoria-
Gray r.epre·senting the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, 
and Mike Miller, representing the Friends of SNCC, have been 
affiliated. .. 

At a public meeting in Knox-ville, Tenne.ssce, r 'ecently 
Bevel said, "Our capitalistic system is outdated imd . geared .. 
for 16th century people, but . we are in the 20th century.'' He 
has also spoken out against .the McCarran Act. 

• Di.ane Nash Bevel, wife of James, was an illegal. 
traveller to North V-ietnam, a leader of the SNCC Program 
attainst ROTC and the SNCC Worksho~ in Nashville in March 
1967, and has denounced U.S. "terror· tactics" in Vietnam • 

• SOURCE: ·FBI, Milita.J"y Intelligence Digest, and News Media 
RELIABILITY: Deemed Ac:cura.~ 
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3. Signs of Things to Com•!. • 

When a portion of the Poor People's Campaign "non-.. 
violent Midwest contingent augmet~ted by local supporters were . . 

• J :. 

in the process of holding an enroute night tally ~nd demnnstration 
• in Detroit, 13 May 1968, their communications (loud speakers) 

vehicle broke down in front o!. the , convention hall· (donated for 
use by the city) and blocked traffic. The marchers were unable · 
to effect repairs quickly enough to satisfy the local police 
officers who first suggested it be pushed aside and, that not 
being heeded, offered to tow it · out of · the way. This offer was 
refused and then when the. police insisted on towing it, the 
marchers, at the. order of one · of their leaders, surrounded th~ 
vehicle .and obstructed the police efforts. Upon being so defied, 
police reinforcements were called and upon their <\rrival a 
scuf!le ensued during which mounted police apparently chaq~ed 
to break up a. crowd of about 100. Five. dcmon~trntors were 
treated at . U~troit Gencr:\1 ltoRpit~l. nlthottgh not scrio~sly 
hurt~ A number of these "non-violent'' demonstrators then 
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ripped legJ o{( wooden folding tahl~s and prepared 'to · do battle!. 
Apparently in view of the impending confrontation, s ome l. 500 
of the crowd of 3, 500 decided to leave the area. . Fortun~cly, 

after remonstration . and exhortation by the march ~aders and 
with the exercise o£ restraint by the . police who withdrew, 
further escalation of the melee was averted and the inciden.t 
remained relatively minor.. Reverend' Abernathy, . back in 
Washington, D. t. , quickly cited the affair aE~ an "unprovoked 
attack' ' on the marchers by the police~ SCLC and Detr.oit 
~uthoritlea are investigating. 

SOURCE: News Media 
RELIABILITY : Unknown 
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